
his has certainly been an interesting fall 

season as I am reminded once again, every 

year is different and presents unique 

challenges. Valley Coop is finishing up a long, 

drawn out harvest as at the time I write this, we 

are well into December. The weather has played a 

big roll on our fall activities, with frequent 

precipitation throughout the last few months. Wet 

conditions halted harvesting many times and 

delayed producer’s ability to get grain into the 

elevators. There were some pockets of grain 

condition issues because of timeliness of getting 

crops out and the soggy conditions the crops had 

to endure. Because of the delays in harvest, many 

wheat acres got in late or did not get planted at all. 

I know that I will be anticipating seeing what wheat 

does come up as we warm this next spring. Next 

year’s wheat harvest will most likely be short 

because of the planting issues. Next year’s fall crop 

should have a lot of acres because of the fallowed 

acres that didn’t get planted. I am sure producers 

are glad to have this harvest behind us and done 

with putting ruts into the fields trying to get this 

crop out. Overall fall crop bushels brought into 

Valley Coop’s elevators were good. As of this 

writing, corn bushels are up 130% vs. last year, 

milo up 280% and soybeans up 120%. Many grain 

elevators had issues with space for such a large 

crop. Fortunately, Valley Coop was able to 

continue taking grain throughout harvest without 

totally cutting off any of the grains. Some of the 

locations did fill up, but those locations were able 

to open back up within 1-2 days as we moved grain 

to create space for farmer grain. I have heard many 

positive comments from producers about our 

locations staff staying open as needed and being 

helpful to help them get this fall crop in. I would 

like to thank the producers and the employees of 

the coop for all of their work to get through this 

long harvest.  

The Fertilizer Pre-Pay program is currently 

underway and will go on until December 31st. 

Delivery of fertilizer that has been pre-paid has to 

take place by May 31st of this next year (2019). For 

agronomy inputs and application, we have a 

financing program with CFA that is promoted in 

this newsletter as well.  

Feed season is off to a running start as the Kellogg 

and Hackney locations are busily covering orders. 

This year, Valley Coop has set a record for tons 

booked for the season. As we approach the 

holidays, I do want to remind our members to plan 

ahead and get your feed needs on the books as the 

Christmas and New Year’s weeks are short ones.  

May this Christmas end the present year on a 

cheerful note and make way for a great New Year. 

Thank you for your patronage throughout the year 

and here’s wishing you a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year!! 

Cooperatively Yours,  

 

James L. Jirak 

 Holiday Closings: 

 
Christmas 

December 24, 2018    Close at Noon 

December 25, 2018 Closed 

 

New Year’s. 

January 1, 2019        Closed 
 

 
 

Please schedule feed deliveries accordingly. 

 

T 



 

Harvest is finally ending. We had a 

really good harvest with only one shut 

down. Fortunately we only had one 

breakdown, but we got through it with 

minimal down time. Soybean yields 

have been pretty good, with reports 

ranging from the high 20's to the Mid 

50's. Wheat drilling has also been 

difficult this year due to the rains we got 

in late October.  

The feed mill has been keeping us busy 

this fall but we are ready for your feed 

orders. We have a new semi feed trailer 

so we can deliver as much as 25 ton if 

you need it.  

Thank you to all the farmers for bringing 

us your grain, and let us know if we can 

help you with your feed needs.  

Happy Holidays to all. 

Lee and the Hackney Crew 

 

 

 

Feed season is in full swing here at Kellogg. 

We had another great booking season this year 

and another increase in our bookings. We 

started the 2
nd

 shift on the 15
th

 of November in 

the feedmill to meet the demand. Now if the 

feedmill and the trucks hold together it should 

be another very successful year. We ask that 

you give us a week notice for deliveries 

because we are about a week out on deliveries 

currently. 

Fall harvest is rapidly coming to an end as 

farmers are finishing up with their crops. It has 

been a challenging and long harvest for 

everybody involved. I am thankful for 

everyone’s patience. We saw an increase in all 

crops brought in this fall. It was certainly a 

challenge to keep enough storage available for 

the excellent harvest. 

I am really proud of the hard work and long 

hours all the Kellogg employees have put in 

lately to make sure we can take care of our 

customers. It is our pleasure to provide our best 

service possible to all of you. 

Thank You for your business. 

The Kellogg crew

 

HAVE YOU HEARD THIS ONE? 

Q:  Why does Santa always enter through the chimney? 

A:  Because it soots him. 

 



Valley Coop Inc. Winter Workshops 

  

Second Thursday of the Month (Nov. – Mar.) 

11:00 – 1:30pm Lunch Provided   (Please R.S.V.P.) 

811 Mill Street 

Winfield, KS 67156 
 

 

Treatments, Starters, & Nutritionals (Lance Regan, Nutrien) Grain Contracts (Troy Presley, CEA) 

December 13, 2018      February 14, 2019 

 

Weed Management (Danzey Nickel, Syngenta)   Valley Co-op Services (Abbey Heenan & Trent Amen) 

January 10, 2019      March 14, 2019 

 

 

 

 
Things have finally started to slow down around here. New Salem is officially done with 
harvest and we want to say a big thank you to all our farmers in that area.  
 
Here in Burden we are getting closer to being done, but the weather has definitely 
slowed things down. We've shipped out grain many times this year to try and keep 
ahead of all the incoming beans.  We are so thankful to have a great group of farmers 
who have been patient with us having to dump on our slower leg while we worked on 
getting space for more grain.  
 
As things slow down, we are looking ahead to the next harvest and top dressing 
season. We look forward to seeing you all and hope everyone has a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
  
Thank you for your Patronage  
 
Nick, Todd, Kayci, Mark, Joe 



As we welcome in the new year, our agronomy department is working hard to build grower relationships, 

educate patrons and make our operations as efficient as possible.   

We hosted our first winter workshop in November and will continue to hold workshops the second Thursday 

of the month through March.  If you’re interested in attending, please contact Trent Amen or David Abel and 

we can put you on the list so we can get enough food ordered. 

We will be welcoming new applicators into the Valley Coop family after the first of the year. I’m excited for the 

level of talent we are bringing in and our applicators will be prepared to handle all your dry and liquid needs as 

they arise. We are also advertising at area colleges for an agronomist internship program so that we can better 

assist our growers with field scouting, soil and tissue sampling and other needs of the agronomy department. 

Efficient operations is a major milestone that our department is addressing.  Aside from working to build the 

right team, having the proper equipment is a key factor.  We have drilled a new water well at Hackney just 

outside of our chemical storage and loading area.  This will allow our operators and tender drivers the ability to 

load quicker.  We are on the hunt for a 3000 gallon tender truck, 2 or 3 hopper side discharge dry tender 

trailer, side discharge dry tender truck and possibly a sprayer trailer so that we can haul one of our rigs further, 

faster.  

Hackney/Kellogg agronomy operations have been combined and the majority of all liquid orders will be applied 

out of the Hackney facility.  Kellogg will be used as a satellite agronomy location for liquid orders within the 

vicinity, and all dry orders will still be ran out of Kellogg since they have the existing dry storage. Regardless of 

how we restructure, the main goal is to reduce application time and to be as efficient as possible. 

What about Atlanta? Atlanta is currently setup to handle all agronomy needs within their area.  Darren and his 

team do a fantastic job of completing dry and liquid orders as quickly as possible. I have sent one of our Case 

4440’s up to Atlanta full time to replace the Case 4430 which is currently being listed for sale.  Darren just 

needs another operator, which he has, starting after the first of the year!  

As previously mentioned, we are selling our Case Patriot 4430. It has 3200 hours, 90 ft booms and a Viper Pro 

monitor.  We are also selling our USC, LLC mobile seed treater.  Both items are parked at our Hackney facility. 

If you are interested in pictures and more information, please contact me and I will gladly let you view the 

equipment at your convenience.   

Let us know how we can assist in your operations! Also, if we haven’t had a chance to meet yet, call me 

anytime and I will gladly find a time to meet with you! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 

Trent Amen 

Agronomy Department Manager 

620-660-3814 



             

 

 

 

Office News:   Audree Gottlob started working at the Main Office as Assistant Office Manager in early October. 

(She is the replacement for David Leonard who left in July.)  In the training process, Rebecca continues to help 

in the office two to three days a week as needed.  Audree and her husband, Russ, are K-State alumni and are 

both Cowley County natives. They have two boys and live in rural Winfield.  Please come in and meet her when 

you are in town! 

 

TAX Reporting:  Domestic Production Activities Deduction (DPAD) letters were mailed out to stockholders in 

November - the envelopes were stamped “Important Information – Open Immediately.”  The DPAD credit is 

based on your March 31, 2018 Patronage business with Valley Co-op, Inc.  This amount will also be printed on 

your Substitute 1099 that will be mailed out in January 2019. 

 

Substitute 1099’s will be mailed out no later than January 31, 2019 and will be stamped “Important Tax Return 

Documentation Enclosed.” It will include Patronage and/or Investment Interest, along with the Production 

Activities Deduction (DPAD).  Please consult with your tax advisor for further information on the DPAD and 

how it applies to your farming operation.  Investment Interest amounts under $10.00 will NOT be reported by 

Valley Co-op, Inc.  **There will also be an amount listed on the Substitute 1099 designated as “Per Unit 

Retain”. This is your grain sales (including Deferred Grain Contracts paid 1/2/18) for 2018. We will include 

documentation that lists your grain sales with a note explaining the Per Unit Retain reporting instructions.  

Substitute 1099’s are mailed out to stockholders only. 

  

Deferred Grain Interest Substitute 1099’s on amounts $600 and over will be reported on the Substitute 1099.  

(In previous years, Deferred Grain Contracts were not included in P.U.R. and CEA report the Grain Interest for 

amounts over $600.) 

 

Please verify your social security number when you receive the 1099’s and contact me at the Main Office –620-

221-4343 or 1-800-221-4346 if there are corrections to be made!  For those patrons that received an Equity 

Retirement payment in October --- this payment will NOT be reported on a 1099 as a 1099 PAT was issued to 

each patron in the year that the equity was earned. 

 

Stacie, Audree, Rebecca and I wish you a safe and Happy Holiday season! 



       Pecan Sweet Potato Bake 
                                  Recipe Submitted by Donna Fagg 

 
3 cups mashed sweet potatoes   1/4 cup butter, softened 

2 eggs       2 tsp. vanilla extract 

1/2 cup sugar      1/8 tsp. salt 

1/4 cup half-and-half cream 

 

TOPPING: 

1/2 cup packed brown sugar   1/4 cup cold butter 

2 Tbsp. flour     1/2 cup chopped pecans 

 

In a large mixing bowl, combine the first seven ingredients; Beat until light and fluffy.  Transfer 

to a greased 11x7x2 inch-baking dish.  (Can use an 8x8 inch dish.) 

 

For topping, combine the brown sugar and flour in a bowl; cut in the butter until crumbly.  Fold in 

pecans.  Sprinkle over sweet potato mixture.  Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees for 30-35 

minutes or until a knife inserted near the center comes out clean.   

Yield: 6-8 servings.  

 


